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greens, the Bann -adding tfluch to 
the beauty of the scenery, and ar- 
rives at Banbridge, an improving 
town. 

To the Prtfrklm of tU Stlfast Magaxiiie. 

A CONSIDERABLE quantity of 
snow having fallen on the 10th 
and 11th days of January, 18 14; 
and being much drifted on roads 
whose direction ran nearly north and 
south, leaving the east side open, 
and on the west a close high fence, 
the snow accumulated to the depth 
of 6 and 10 feet, on an aver- 
age. 

This was the case on the great* 
est part of the road from Bangor 
to Newtownards. 

On the morning of the 12th, an 
attempt was made with a few men 
and a roller drawn by one horse, to 
clear and make passable a part of 
the mail coach road, and not more than 
a quarter of a mile of it could be 
effected before night came on. Ear- 
ly next morning, the roller was 
sent out with a number of men, on 
the same road, who cleared about 
half a mile more. A new roller, 
or a machine {No. 1) was hastily 
put together, and sent out on another 
part of that road, drawn by oxen, 
and with 10 or 12 men, cleared up- 
wards of three miles of the road 
from Bangor to Donaghadee, where 
the snow had not d lifted much. On 
the 14th thh machine made a 
clear passage from Bangor to New- 
townards. 

Another, (No. 2,) drawn by 4 
burned cattle, and 2 horses, with a 
one horse rcilkr following it, passed 
over 7 or 8 mile* of road, and fi- 
nally, on the 15th., made the road 
clear for carriages and cars, to Don- 
aghadee; a post-chaise, with 4 
horses, having on the 16th passed 
from Doaagiiadce through Bangor, 



nearly to Newtownards, where the 
snow had again stopped the road; 
but on the 17th, it was completely 
opened, and kept open by these ma- 
chines. 

On the 25th and 26th, another 
road was opened from Donaghadee 
to Newtownards, by the spirited 
exertions of upwafds of 250 of Do- 
naghadee yeomen, together with the 
neighbouring farmers and people 
from Newtownards, without the as- 
sistance of a machine. 

The greater part of this road run- 
ning east and west, did not require 
quite so much labour as that be- 
tween Newtownards and Bangor ; 
and taking the number of those 
wia> joined the yeomen, &c. to b'e 
60, theTe were at the rate of 150 
men per day employed in clearing 
six miles, for 4 days ; about one quar- 
ter of a mile of that road having 
been cleared by the machine ; that 
is, from the quay of Donaghadee 
to the Bangor rOad, and from the 
joining of Bangor and Donaghadee 
road, to the square of Newtown- 
ards. 

In 5 days, the machines, with 
their draft attendants, and on an. 
average, 10 shovellers each day, 
cleared 8 miles of road* and kept it 
clear, though much snow fell and 
drifted during that period. The 
machines were also used on other 
roads. 

The 25th was the last day neces- 
sary to use the machine (No. 3) 
on the mail- coachload, for the pur- 
pose of levefikif; ruts made, by carts, 
&c. ; as for several days a great 
part of the country had no passage 
for provisions toBtlfa^t, except by 
this road, and the open road being 
very narrow, suffered much in> 
jury. 

Had the machines been used in 
perfection at the first," two days 
work would have clearly open- 
ed ft miles, about foar-fimis of the 
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road from Bangor to Newtownards, 
and not more than one fifth between 
Bangor and Donaghadee being very 
much obstructed with snow. So 
that comparing the effect of the 
machines on 8 miles, with that of 
150 men on 6 miles, supposing the 
roads to be in similar states, the 
work of the machine may be fair- 
ly vaiued as equal to 100 men and 
upwards. 

It is somewhat singular that after 
these machines had been working 
some days, a plan of one very similar 
was sent, about the 29th, from the 
General Post Office. 

The maker here had never seen 
or heard of any thing of the kind, 
and his first effort was to make a rol- 



ler for levelling the snow, finding 
that the roller answered as well when 
fixed as when going round, all he 
required was weight and shape, suck 
as might be moved easily and with 
best effect ; therefore instead of put- 
ting shafts to it, it was fitted to 
be drawn like a plough. 

Rough timber being at hand, it 
was soon put together, and the ex- 
perience of each day pointed out a 
new improvement. 

There can be no doubt of its be- 
ing capable of much mare, and per- 
haps it may be turned to useful pur- 
poses in agriculture, which the pub- 
lication of this statement may i» 
some measure lead to. 



»LAH AND DESCBlfTION OF THt MACHINES. 
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a. a.— Tail pole and its supports, 
strong, and fixed like the steer-tree 
of a plough. 

b. b. — Back rail, round wood, W 
or 12 inches in diameter. Each 
side, 1 pieces of 4 inches diameter, 
with slabs to raise them to 12 
inches from the level. Centre pole, 
4 inches in diameter. Braces, 2 
inches in diameter. 



c— Sides, 

d.-— Advancing point. Men near 
this may assist in the direction by 
a chain to draw it to either side; 
or to press the point down. No. 2 
and 3 are larger, but same wjdth, 
and require double the force to 
draw them j and were more effica- 
cious than No. 1. 
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No. -3 shews an addition, for k- 

e. Z— The addition placed un- 
der No- S. 

Fi _Where seats were placed 

for men with shovels to clear off 
snow. The additional cross bar was 
feather edged, and had wings for 
throwing off the snow. 

To the Prof rutin of the Belfast Magazine.* 

IN the Belfast News Letter of the 
nth Decern her last, a paragraph 
appeared* stating, for the second 
time, instances of probity. oS one 
of the Belfast pawn brokers m det 
{acting- theft. .Without wishing to 
derogate in the smallest degree* 
from* the merit of such conduct,: 
it roost he admitted, ,'thafc in; pro- 
portion as, this honest; conduct is- 
praiseworthy, that which is direct- 
ly opposed "to it is culpable. How 
much, the", it is to be regretted, 
that no instance of tiiis.quick-sight- 
ej vigilance appeared during a 
space of about nine month.*, pre. 
ceding the 2*1 of June last,; dur- 
ing w-hich time a certain, shop, in 
Belfast had been deliberately; and 
from time to time- robbed of platei 
jewellery and watches:, toi a; con- 
siderable amount;;' and it cannot 
be denied that a great part of this 
plunder was. found distributed:' a- 
rouogst six pawn- brokers* offices, 
It is equally certain- that: had the 
same vigilance been, eserte&i irv.ib.is 
case, as in the, one ailuded t«, the 
owners would have, saved their, pro- 
perty, and aa unfortunate yowb; 
the, too willing- instrument, of; v Li- 
lainy, might have heen saved from 
Jestruction. 

psse — -'■-—• v-m ". i rasa i.'..' . i ' i ' 
* Tiiese rmarksweaevintendedfer the 
Belfast New»-i.6tteir, ' as the.- paragraphs to 
which they .allude appeared in that paper; 
but the insertion was? irefaied^ on what 
groand* the- Editor best kituw** 



It is but justice, however., to ac- 
knowledge, that three out of the 
six of those pawn-brokers, con- 
vinced of the truth of. the above 
fact?, have delivered, up to- tie 
owners such of the above goods as 
they had taken in pawn; by wbtert 
they have given the best proof of 
their having received-' them inno- 
cently. Bui what opinion can be 
formed of those others, who, baring 
received in pawn part of the same 
goods,' and from the ver-y same in- 
dividuals ; which goods were iden- 
tified on oafb, ami admitted" by 
tbe pawn -brokers themselves to be, 
the property of the claimants; not*- 
withstanding, which they stiM con* 
tinue to withhold, them from the 
lawful owners, its eosuenrpt of the 
magistrate's seareh>warrant ; ■ with 
the exception ut" some articles which 
they have been compelled to give 
ftp*, on duplicates which were aeci-r 
dentally fouud ia the deserted lodg- 
ings of the principal receivers, who 
have absconded. How- is this con- 
duct in the same individual to be 
reconciled, to that above aiiisded- to I. 
But. n«t content even, with this;, 
have they, not entered iat*- ai Smatm 
binatioE- ta sne- the- injured' psrty 
for; damages!" JJanaager far "what ? 
Have the- pawn brtrftei's" received ^ny 
injury by retain&g, ih'e goods of 
otiierai Yes,: their, immaculate 
characters have; be^n, wmmdeil in 
the tenderest poi»i>-by: broad in- 
sinuations- having appeared in tile 
public; papers; that so many; is 
thirty half dozens of silver: tea- 
spoons, twelve tabler-spoons, tvv^V# 
sugar-tongs, .twe-lye; g&klseahvaiMl 
several dozens of gold,: .tingpi? r*ng*i 
all. perfectly ne^ - couid-^-^fiir&Ve 
been pawned by* twin- oi^S^ Ju- 
dividuals of tne very, iowett ciaAujf 
society- without excttiag iMui^&tiMn 

pjcioB', of .th#ir ; . faavi&g been • stolen* 
The pawn bstpfcens have sussafotd 

dattnages-rishj, bet&uae the sntltring; 



